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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Applicants respectfully request, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, that 
these references listed on the attached PTO-1449 form be considered and cited in the 
examination of the above-identified patent application. No representation is made that a 
search has been made, that these references are material to the patentability of the present 
invention, or that these references qualify as prior art. 

The present Application was filed after June 30, 2003. Therefore, under the July 11, 
2003, waiver of 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98(a)(2)(i) by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, copies of 
U.S. Patents and U.S. Patent Application Publications listed in the attached PTO-1449 form 
are not enclosed. Copies of all other references are enclosed for the convenience of the 

m 

Examiner. 
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Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d) and § 1.97(e), Applicants hereby certify that each 
item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more 
than three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d) and § 1.97(e) Applicants hereby certify that each item 
of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart application and that this 
communication was not received by any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more 
than thirty days prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d), Applicants respectfully request consideration of the 
references listed on the attached PTO-1449 form. The fee and certification required by 37 
C.F.R. § 1.97(d) are provided, thus such consideration is required even though a Notice of 
Allowance has been mailed. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p), the stipulated fee of $180.00 is 
enclosed herewith. Although Applicants believe no other fee is due, the Commissioner is 
hereby authorized to charge any fee to Deposit Account No. 02-0384 of Baker Botts L.L.P. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



BAKER BOTTS L.L.P. 
Attorney^ fotf Applicants 
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